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Captain Christopher J. O'Donnell assumed command of the United States Army Recruiting Company Pierre on 2 October 2002.  As the Company Commander, he is responsible for recruiting quality young men and women to serve in the Active Army and Army Reserve throughout the state of South Dakota.

O’Donnell is native of Provincetown, Massachusetts.   He graduated from Provicetown High School in 1982.  Following High School he attended the University of Massachusetts at Amherst studying (Computer science and History) and Green Mountain College in Vermont studying (Business).  He enlisted in the USAR in 1985 and entered the Active Army in 1987 as an Infantryman.  He is a graduate of Embry Riddle Aeronautical University with a Degree in Professional Aeronautics and a minor in Aviation Safety in 1998.

The captain’s military education includes the following: The Army Recruiting Company Commanders Course, the Combined Arms Service and Staff School, the Aviation Officer Advance Course, the Joint Firepower Control Course, the EH-60 System Electronic Warfare Course, Airborne School, Aviation Officer Basic Course, Officer Candidate School, UH-60 Qualification Course, UH-1 Qualification Course, Initial Entry Rotary Wing Course, and the Warrant Officer Entry Course.

Prior to his current assignment, O’ Donnell was the Commander of HHC, XVll ABN Corps, Fort Bragg, North Carolina.   While at Ft. Bragg during this tour from 1999 to 2003, his assignments included: Aviation LNO and Aviation Plans Officer for Multi-National Division (N) SFOR 8.  He served as the Aviation Plans Officer and SFOR Cell Planner, G-3 XVIII ABN CORPS.  He also served as the Aviation Plans and Exercise Officer for 18th Aviation Brigade (ABN) Fort Bragg NC.  While assigned to the 10th Mountain Division and Ft. Drum New York from 1995-1997 he served as the Division’s Army Airspace Command and Control Officer, and Company Executive Officer for E/1-58th Aviation Battalion (ATS) (ABN).  He also served in the 2-10th Aviation Battalion as the EH-60 Quickfix Platoon Leader as well as the Battalion Assistant S-3 and Aviation Liaison Officer to the 1st Brigade Combat Team.    While in Korea following Officer Candidate School from 1994-1995, he served as a Platoon Leader in B/2-2nd Aviation Battalion (Air Assault) and Brigade Asst. S-1 for 2nd Aviation Brigade.  O’Donnell began his first tour at Fort Bragg North Carolina from 1990 to 1994 following flight school as a Warrant Officer; he was the Squadron Flight Operations Officer and an Aviator in 4-17th Cavalry Squadron (AIR) (ABN).  He served as Company Executive Officer and as the Flight Operations Officer in the HHC, 1-58th Aviation Battalion (ATC) (ABN).  He was the Brigade S-2 for 18th AVN Brigade (ABN)(Rear)(Provisional) during the Gulf War.  The Flight Operations Officer and an Aviator in 1-58th AVN Battalion (ATC) (ABN).  Prior to attending flight school at Ft Rucker Alabama, CPT O’Donnell served as an Infantryman and Bradley Gunner in the 3-19thIN (M) 24th Infantry Division (M) Ft. Stewart Georgia.

O’Donnell’s awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal (5), Army Achievement Medal (4), Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal (2), Army Service Ribbon, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, NATO Medal, Overseas Ribbon, Army Aviator Wings, Airborne Wings, (Canadian) Airborne Wings.

