RECRUATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Los Angeles is the heart of Southern California. It is the city where the spirt of Hollywood still lives. The studio tours of Universal and NBC provide the visitor with an exciting look at one of the most popular industries in the world. In the summertime Los Angels changes. Everything moves outdoors. The Greek Theater and the Hollywood Bowl are centers for the performing arts with star-studded cast. 

MEMORIAL PARK

For the outdoor type, the Los Angeles Arboretum offers miles of pathways meandering through the famous botanical gardens. All of this and more can be found in the dynamic Los Angeles metropolitan area.

LOS ANGELES ZOO

The Los Angeles Zoo is 110 acres featuring more than 3,000 animals exhibited according to their native continents. In addition, there are the Aquatic Section, Aviary, Reptile House and Children’s Zoo. The Zoo is open daily except on Christmas. An admission is charged. 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY FAIR

The Los Angeles County Fair is held every year in September at the County Fairgrounds in Pomona. Besides agricultural exhibits, livestock judging, and auctions, there are many other attractions including art and garden shows, handcrafts and food competitions. There are also 4-H club activity displays, farm equipment and recreational vehicle exhibits, as well as rodeos, horseracing and carnival attractions. A large variety of items may be entered for competition, with prizes and ribbons awarded. Among these are all types of handicrafts, food and canned items, etc. For more details write to LA County Fair, PO Box 2250, Pomona, California 90746-3212

DISNEYLAND

The late Walt Disney’s “happiest place on earth’ is located in Anaheim, about 27 miles southeast of the Los Angeles Civic Center. When it opened on July 17, 1955, there were 18 attractions; today there are 59 major adventures. The “Lands” of Disneyland include main Street, a panorama on the move. In Fantasyland the happy place of storybook enchantment of color is recreated. Frontierland depicts the exciting realm of pioneers and Indians. New Orleans Square is the home of ghost, pirates, and quaint shops. The exotic regions of Asia, Africa, and South Pacific are found in Adventureland. Bear Country provides a humorous reflection of the American Northwest. Big Thunder Mountain Railroad opened in September 1979. It offers a harrowing excursion aboard a “runaway” mine train of gold rush days. Riders encounter a raging waterfall, swooping bats and a climatic avalanche during the thrilling journey. The latest attraction is 
“Toon Town” which your children are probably already familiar with. The park offers many special military admissions programs for active duty and retired personnel, their families and guest. 

KNOTTS BERRY FARM

Located at 2039 Beach Blvd. In Buean Park, Knotts Berry Farm is one of the worlds oldest and America’s third largest theme amusement park, set on 150 acres and featuring 135 rides, shows, attractions, restaurants and unique shops.

Ghost Town is an authentic reproduction of a mining town with 33 rides and attractions, including a train ride that was manufactured in 1881, a mine train ride, a stagecoach ride, a log ride, and a gold mine where visitors pan for real gold and everyone gets some to take back home as a souvenir. 

Fiesta Village is a unique recreation of Spanish America. A celebration is held daily with the ultimate shuttle loop ride, the Dragon Swing. There is the children’s El Cinema Grande, with exciting 180 degree projection, the Animal Farm with the children’s petting zoo, and an all new Spanish style shopping mall featuring open stall markets and exotic imports. 

The Roaring 20’s Area and Airfield is dedicated to America’s Jazz Era. There are 16 rides and attractions in this area, including thrill rides like a 20 story parachute drop, an upside down roller coaster and the new Wacky Soap Box Racers ride.

SEA WORLD

Sea World, a most unique conception in marine parks, marked its 32nd year in 1997. Sea World is based on two imaginative ideas: to present marine animals in spectacular shows and educational exhibits, and to provide a center for quality family entertainment. It has evolved into an 86 acre oceanaruim with six shows, 30 educational marine life exhibits, three rides, a nautical theme playground, research and medical labs, restaurants and a marina. The famed killer whale Shamu, performs here in a 620,000 gallon show pool for audiences of up to 3,000. This 80-acre oceanarium, mission bay’s south shore, is one of California’s most popular tourist attractions. Featured are aquariums, marine exhibits and shows with performing animals. Sea world’s most famous star is Shamu, bit other entertainers include sea lions, playful dolphins and walruses. Pearl divers are featured at the Japanese village. At the California Tidepool exhibit visitors can examine marine life typical of the local shoreline. Sea World’s aerial tramway connects the oceanarium with a restaurant across an arm of Mission Bay. A sky tower and hydrofoil rides on the bay are other featured attractions. 

SPORTS EVENTS

Sports fans will find Southern California a mecca for all kinds of sporting events from baseball to horse racing. UCLA plays football at the Rose Bowl, while USC plays football at the Los Angeles memorial Coliseum. Next door is the Sports Arena where USC plays basketball and many special sports events, such as ice shows and rodeos, are held. Anaheim Angels baseball team plays their games at Anaheim Stadium in Anaheim.  The Staples Center in downtown Los Angeles, is the home of the NBA basketball team the Los Angeles Lakers, the NHL hockey team the Los Angeles Kings and the Los Angeles Clippers basketball team. Dodger Stadium is the home of the Los Angeles Dodger baseball team as well as the site of many special events. And don’t forget the Mighty Ducks hockey team playing at the “Pond” in Anaheim. The newest sports team is the LA Galaxy soccer team playing at the Rode Bowl.

BEACHES

Southern California boasts some of the best and most varied beach area in the world. They range from large and sandy to narrow and rocky and from hilly to flat. 

