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INFORMATION

Battalion Address:

U.S. Army Recruiting Battalion Atlanta

2400 Herodian Way S.E., Suite 490

Smyrna, GA 30080

BATTALION PHONE NUMBERS



Battalion Commander



770-951-0898



Executive Office




770-951-0898



Battalion Command Sergeant Major

770-951-0898


Personnel Administration (S1)


770-951-5443



Operations (S3)




770-951-0805



Supply (S4)





770-951-2404



Education Specialist



770-951-0893



Public Affairs




770-951-2815



Information Management 


770-850-8589
Soldier and Family Assistance



Program Manager (Family Support)

770-850-8762










1-800-790-0963 ext 21



Military Entrance Processing Station

404-362-3090




Toll Free in Georgia


800-282-8968




Toll Free outside Georgia

800-282-3968

BANKS

BANK OF AMERICA




800-553-7291



bankofamerica.com


FIRST UNION





800-987-2945



firstunion.com


SOUTHTRUST





800-225-5782



southtrust.com


SUNTRUST






800-500-7356



suntrust.com


WACHOVIA






800-430-4418



wachovia.com 

The banks send maps and information on the area you request.

APARTMENT SOURCE INFORMATION


METRO APARTMENT BLUE BOOK


800-222-3651


apartmentbluebook.com


APARTMENTS FOR RENT




800-864-4350


aptsforrent.com


A RENTERS GUIDE


atlaptbook.com

NEW HOME INFORMATION


ajaclassifieds.com


atlantacommunities.com


atlhomes.com


realestatebook.com

NEWCOMER WEB SITES


thenewcomer.com

targetatlanta.com

Whereatlanta.com

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE AND REGISTRATION
By virtue of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Relief Act of 1940, vehicle registration for the soldiers, with residency in another state, are tax-exempt when registering their vehicle.  The vehicle must be in the soldier’s name to receive this benefit.  Before purchasing Georgia automobile tags, obtain a Serviceman’s Special Affidavit from the S-1 section.  It will also exempt you from paying state income tax.

Spouses and dependents are required by Georgia regulations to acquire a Georgia driver’s license within 30 days of arrival.

All privately owned vehicles belonging to active duty personal and family members must be registered with the Provost Marshal Vehicle Registration Section.  Vehicles may be registered Monday through Friday, 0730 to 1530 at building 312, Fort McPherson and at building 938A, Fort Gillem 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

GEORGIA AUTOMOBILE EMMISION TESTING

October 1, 1996 Georgia enacted a new emission-testing program.  Counties included in the new program are:




Cherokee

Fayette




Clayton

Forsyth




Cobb


Fulton




Coweta

Gwinnett




DeKalb

Henry




Douglas

Paulding




Rockdale

The fee is $25.00.  Testing is for most cars and personal trucks over 3 years old.  For additional information call Georgia’s Clean Air Force 1-800-449-AIR1 (2471)
GEORGIA CHILD SAFETY SEAT LAW 

& GEORGIA SEAT BELT LAW
Effective July 1, 1988, the new Georgia Child Safety Seat Law, Georgia Code Annotated, Section 40-8-76, required that all children aged four and younger, who are passengers in an automobile, van or pick-up truck in motion on a public street, road or highway in Georgia, must be restrained in a federally-approved child safety seat.  The seat must be installed and used according to the manufacturer’s instructions.  If the child is between three and four years of age, a seat belt is sufficient to meet the statue.  This statue applies to all drivers of vans and car pools carrying children to public, private or church-related preschools and day care centers, if those entities are licensed by the Georgia Department of Human Resources.  Any person convicted under this statue shall be punished by a fine of not more than $50 for the first offense and not more than $100 for a second or subsequent conviction.

 Effective September 1, 1988, the new Georgia Safety Belt Law, Georgia Code Annotated, Section 40-8-76.1, required that all front seat passengers of passenger vehicles designed to carry ten passengers or less must use safety belts when occupying a vehicle which is in motion on a Georgia public street, road or highway.  Any person who does not utilize a seat belt shall not be guilty of any criminal act or of violating any ordinance and shall not be issued a citation unless they are also charged with disobeying one of the following statues: speeding, reckless driving, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, attempting to elude a police officer racing, causing serious injury, death by a vehicle, or failing to render aid in the event of motor vehicle crash.  Any person convicted of one of the above offenses shall be punished by a fine of not more that $165 for noncompliance.  In any case where a minor passenger over four years of age fails to comply with the requirements, the driver of the passenger vehicle shall be guilty of the offense of failure to secure a safety belt on and, upon conviction, may be fined not more that $25.
MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARDS

Military identification for soldiers and their family members can be completed in any military Personnel Administration Center (PAC).  Marriage certificates, birth certificates, adoption papers, etc., are required for verification.  All ID card applications for family members require the soldier’s signature.  Children age 10 and over require a military ID card as does a child under 10 if he/she does not live with the sponsor.

NAS Atlanta

770-919-6345

Navy School
706-354-7339

Ft McPherson

404-464-2402

Robins AFB
912-926-3583

Ft Benning

706-791-3897

DEERS ENROLLMENT
DEERS, the Defense Eligibility Reporting Systems, will verify and confirm the soldier’s and family member’s eligibility to receive uniformed service benefits.  Soldiers are automatically enrolled; family members, including family members under age 10, may be enrolled through the administrative section at military installation, post or base.  Copies of marriage certificates and birth certificates are required, if applicable.  The soldier’s signature is required to complete the enrollment.  Information can be verified in the personnel office at any military installation or your Battalion SFAPM office.

EXCEPTIONAL FAMILY MEMBER ENROLLMENT

The Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) is a mandatory enrollment program that works with other military and civilian agencies to provide comprehensive and coordinated medical, educational, housing, community support and personnel services to families with special needs.  A family member with a physical, emotional, developmental or intellectual disability qualifies for the Exceptional Family Member Program.  This provides for the opportunity to verify optimal conditions before making an assignment.

Family members must be screened and, if determined eligible, enrolled when the soldier is on an assignment instructions to an OCONUS area for which command sponsorship/family travel is authorized and the soldier elects to serve the accompanied tour.  This screening consists of medical records review for all family members, developmental screening for all children 72 months of age and younger and educational screening for all children.  Soldiers are responsible for keeping the medical and/or special education needs documentation current.  A review is required “as the condition changes” or every 3 years.

MEDICAL TREATMENT FACILITIES

In Georgia there are several military medical facilities which provide medical care at no cost.  You may obtain care at the military facility closest to you.  Priority is given to Active Duty and TRICARE Prime enrollees.

Ft McPherson has a clinic, Lawrence Joel Army Medical and Dental Clinic, providing routine medical care.  The clinic does not provide emergency services.  Call 404-464-2778 for appointments.

Dwight Eisenhower Army Medical Center is located at Fort Gordon near Augusta, GA.  Eisenhower is a full service hospital.  Call 706-791-5811.

Martin Army Community Hospital at Ft Benning, near Columbus, GA, is a full service hospital.  Call 706-545-2041.

Families in Macon/Warner Robins are having access to Robins Air Force Base with a full service hospital.  Call 912-926-2691.

The Navy Supple Corps School Clinic in Athens offers treatment to service members only. Call 706-354-7308.

The Navy Clinic in Cobb County/Marietta area offers treatment to service members only.  Call 770-919-5653.

ALLOTMENTS

An allotment is a set amount of soldier’s pay and allowances authorized by the soldier to be paid to certain persons or institutions.  Allotments can be used for support, insurance, bonds, savings and monthly bills.  Although the soldiers may not have more than two insurance allotments, there is not limit on other allotments.  Only the service member can authorize an allotment.  DD Form 2558, Authorization to Start, Stop or Change Allotment must be completed in the personnel administration section at battalion headquarters.  The address of the person or institution and the amount of the allotment is reflected in the remark section of the soldier’s Leave and Earnings Statement (LES) each month.

AMERICAN RED CROSS

The American Red Cross acts as a source of information and referral for family counseling.  The Red Cross can verify and notify soldiers and family members of personal emergencies when separated by distance.  They also offer classes on first aid and safety and act on behalf of Army Emergency Relief to provide financial assistance for soldiers and their family members.  Telephone numbers are available in each local phone directory under American Red Cross.
FEDERAL CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT FOR SPOUSES
The military spouse employment preference is for employment within the Department of Defense appropriate fund civilian positions at the grade level of GS-02 through GS/GM-15.  Depending on qualifications and experience, the military spouse is given priority for competitive civil service vacancies.  Preference is limited to positions in the same commuting area as that of the soldier’s new duty station.  There is no time restriction for eligibility requirements following relocation.  However, spouses seeking employment with less than six months remaining in an area may be non-select for permanent continuing positions.  Preference entitlement ends when the spouse accepts or declines (whichever comes first) a position expected to last longer than 12 months at an acceptable grade.  The spouse may apply at any military installation or defense agency so long as the facility is in the commuting area of the soldier’s active duty station.
Applications for employment in the federal service can be initiated at any Office of Personnel Management.  For application procedures and for a listing of federal or civilian jobs, you may contact any of the following offices:

Fort McPherson

404-464-2513

Fort Benning


706-545-3374

Robins AFB


912-926-5711

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

The Army Legal Assistance Program provides you and your family with free legal advice and counseling.  Some of the services that can be provided are:

Adoption


Change of Name

Citizenship


Consumer assistance

Divorce and separation
Immigration and naturalization

Power of Attorney

Tax Advise

Will Preparation

Notarizations (also available at battalion)

Housing (leases, rentals, buying and selling a home)

Personal finances (debts, insurance, bankruptcy, etc.)

Legal assistance for personnel and families assigned to the battalion can be obtained at any Staff Judge Advocate offices listed below or by contacting the battalion administration section.

Fort McPherson
404-464-2626  
Fort Benning  

706-545-3281

Robins AFB

212-926-5995

HOUSING

If you are moving into a new area, it is advisable to have a list of questions prepared to answer concerns important to you and your family.  Each county in Georgia is unique with policies and systems concerning school fees, busing, public transportation, etc.  The following questions may assist you when moving into a new area:

1. What distance are schools from my residence?

2. Is school transportation provided?

3. If transportation is provided, how secure is its future, (NOTE: Some school systems lose bus transportation due to the failure of a tax levy)?

4. Does the school provide classes and transportation for children with special needs?

5. What type of fees does the school require for classes, extracurricular activities, books, busing, etc.?

6. What are the commute time and traffic patterns?

7. Are there maintenance fees in addition to my mortgage or rental fees?

8. What are the property taxes for my residence?

9. Are there day care centers nearby?

10. Is there a grocery store in the area?

11. Are there zoning laws for making improvements or additions to property?

12. Where are the nearest hospitals, police and fire departments?

13. Are there any local teenage recreation facilities?

14. Are utilities included in rental fees?

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

There are numerous recreational activities to be found in Georgia.  Listed below are the most frequently visited facilities.
Lake Allatoona – Located off I-75 (north of Atlanta). Lake Allatoona is a beautiful 85-acre park.  Open year round it provides great activities that include, but are not limited to; boating, lodging, camping, fishing, swimming and nature trails.  They have an office for the rental of boats and life jackets.  The Army recreation area of Lake Allatoona is reserved for use by active duty families and DOD civilians.

Stone Mountain Park – You may have already guessed that “Stone Mountain” got its name for being the world’s largest mass of granite, rising 1, 683 feet above sea level, measuring 7 miles around the base.  It features a huge carving on the side of the mountain of President Jefferson Davis, General Robert E. Lee and General Thomas J. Jackson of the Confederacy.  Other attractions at the park include a plantation, antique automobile and music museum, a steam driven locomotive, a sky life and hiking trails to the top of the mountain, campgrounds, a hotel and restaurant, picnic areas, an ice skating rink, golf courses and miniature golf courses and tennis courts.  Stone Mountain is just east of Atlanta off Georgia 78.
Lake Lanier Islands – The 1,200 acre facility offers horseback riding, camping, boat rentals, fishing, bicycle rentals and picnicking areas.  The beach and water park has a 3/’4 mile white-sand beach, kiddies lagoon, water slides, a wave pool, miniature golf, canoes, sailboats and paddle boats.  The facility is located 45 minutes northeast of Atlanta off Georgia 400.
Six Flags Over Georgia – A 331 acre family amusement park with more than 100 rides, shows and attractions from thrill rides to special section for the pre-school set.  Shows are offered during the season and concerts throughout the year.  Open daily during the summer, weekends only during the spring and fall.  The park is 20 minutes west of Atlanta off Interstate 20.

White Water – a 35 acre complex offering specialty water rides and activities for the entire family.  The park features a huge wave pool, a variety of water slides, speed flumes, inner tube rapids, miniature river raft ride and a special small child water activity area.  It is open on the weekends in May and daily from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  It is just 15 minutes north of Atlanta off Interstate 75 on Highway 41.

American Adventure – Open year around, this family entertainment features indoor and outdoor activities that include miniature golf, racetrack, family rides, children’s play area, an arcade area and family style restaurant.  The complex is adjacent to White Water.

Babyland General – Found in Cleveland, Georgia, home of the Cabbage Patch Kids, where “doctors and nurses” make the dolls and “deliver” them to the new parent.

Sky Valley Resort – The southernmost ski resort in the United States offers a lodge, ski school, ski shop, equipment rental and a 2,200 foot slope as well as fishing, horseback riding, gold and tennis.  Locate in Dillard, Georgia 246 East oaf US 441.

Helen, Georgia – An Alpine Village featuring small chalets, crafts and curio shops, Bavarian restaurants, oom-pah bands and Oktoberfest.  Just a few miles away is Unicoi State Park, site of Ann Ruby Twin Falls.

Pine Mountain/Callaway Gardens – A four star resort just one hour south of Atlanta, off Interstate 85.  This resort provides a simple relaxation, golfing on 4 different courses, tennis, Mountain Creek Lake, a hunting preserve, a man-made beach, cabins, a restaurant and an inn.

Spectator sports – Turner Field hosts our Atlanta Braves and the new Georgia Dome is home to the National Football League Atlanta Falcons football team.  The Atlanta Hawks basketball team play the NBA’s best at the OMNI.  In addition, championship collegiate teams abound in all sports at the Georgia Tech, Georgia State and nearby University of Georgia in Athens.
Golfers can enjoy the Georgia-Pacific Atlanta Gold Classic, which annually hosts the world’s finest golfers on the PGA tour.  The Atlanta International Raceway, 25 miles south near Hampton, features NASCAR events.  Racing enthusiasts can enjoy Road Atlanta, 40 miles north of Atlanta, claiming the largest sports race in the world along with the motor cross and motorcycle events.  Aside from all the wonderful activities above, there are plenty of art museums, science and nature centers, Zoo Atlanta and historical sites.
