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From the Commander

MG Dennis D. Cavin

Two important issues

The Recruiter Ring

In the few days since the February issue of the Re-
cruiter Journal hit the streets, | have been flooded with e-
mails from the field. You have responded to a story report-
ing that a recruiter ring was given to a civilian who had
provided many quality leads to recruiters in Jacksonville. In
general, your comments have been that, as soldiers, military
recruiters have earned that ring over years of hard work
and personal sacrifices and that giving it to a civilian was
inappropriate.

You are absolutely correct. But the printed story
was inaccurate, so let me provide you the facts as | know
them:

*The awardee did not, in fact, receive a recruiter ring.
He was to receive a US Army ring bought at the US Cav-
alry Store and paid for by appreciative recruiters who have
worked with him over a lengthy period of time. However,
the Army ring was not available for presenting during the
battalion’s ceremony, and in a desire to honor a valuable
COl, a decision was made to use a recruiter ring for the
photo. It was returned to the recruiter who earned it after
the award ceremony.

* Without a proper explanation, however, showing
a civilian receiving a recruiter ring was an inappropriate mes-
sage to send.

I sincerely regret any confusion or distress caused
by this story. | trust that our entire recruiting force will
understand that, although the intent to recognize and award
a deserving supporter, it should have been handled in a dif-
ferent manner.

I understand and support the field’s concerns about
the value of earned awards. | know you understand there
was no intention to demean the awards of all our dedicated
ring recruiters. Let’s learn from this and move on.
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Recruiter Improprieties

“The man in a chain of command turns over some
of his rights of judgment; he must act on the judgments
of his superiors, even though his own judgment differs.
What he cannot turn over to anybody else is his con-
science and his integrity.”
— Roger L. Shinn, Military Ethics, 1987

As we work through second and third quarter, | ask
myself how we can change our historic performance in the
third quarter. Each year, we see a decline in productivity
starting in March and bottoming out in April and May before
starting to climb again in June.

This trend could be discouraging if we all treat it as
a “given,” that it will happen again this year because it has
always happened. The truth of the matter is that we start
bleeding from DEP losses, and because we don’t know how
to staunch the flow, we are tempted to actions that are ill-
considered.

From where | stand, | see two issues arising from
these historic “bathtub” months. First, just as success breeds
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success, diminished achievement breeds lack of confidence
and a sense of futility. The temptation to cut corners intensi-
fies and the incidence of improprieties increases. The first
issue is how to counter negativism. We know statistically
how many times we hear a “no” before we get someone to
say “yes.” There is no doubt that bringing young people into
the Army is a process some never fully master, but soldiers
will always try their best.

What is required is attitude, motivation, a fire in the
belly that keeps propelling you forward when you want to
quit. Remember that, individually, you are not collecting “no”
responses; the rejection is not personal. Do not take it as
such. Have faith in your own choice (that is, a career in the
Army) and emphasize the positives.

The second issue is recruiter impropriety. We can’t
have it and we will not tolerate it. Honest mistakes are just
that: honest and mistakes. But anyone in this command who
deliberately violates their integrity, destroys not only his or
her own character but also that of the Recruiting Command
and the United States Army.

This is the real shame of our business, because the
very few who exercise poor judgment to commit an impro-
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priety taint the reputation of every great NCO of this com-
mand.

Far too many allegations have been made against
recruiting personnel; these allegations range from conceal-
ing information that would disqualify an individual from ser-
vice to using illegal testers. While most cases involve only
one recruiter, there are some that involve several recruiters.

These are cases of impropriety, not misconduct,
which was the topic of my recent Cavin Sends; neither is
acceptable. Equally devastating is the soldier who knows an
impropriety or misconduct is occurring but does nothing to
stop it. This behavior runs counter to our Army values of
integrity and personal courage and strikes at the heart of the
NCO Creed.

We need two things to change the historic trend of
third quarter: acommitment to keep a dynamic positive atti-
tude and an abiding sense of integrity. Examine your own
behaviors, understand the goals, ask for help if you need it,
and keep focused on success. Lets make a difference,

pins
PROUD TO BE HERE, PROUD TO SERVE!
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by Chaplain (LTC) Jim Stephen
USAREC HQS

Ours is a dependent society. In fact, we are
so specialized that we depend on each other for
virtually everything. Some raise the food we eat;
others teach our children; our milk comes to the store
by someone who depends on someone else to milk
the cows; our very survival is dependent upon others.

There is, of course, value in this social real-
ity: man is by nature a social animal, and interdepen-
dency guarantees group interaction.

But there is also danger. Perhaps our modern
environment of collective living has obscured the
worth of the individual, the contribution just one
person can make to society, and the happiness that
results from self-reliance.

These days, we often hear the flimsy excuse:
but I am just one man or one woman, what can | do?
What was Albert Sweitzer but just one man? Yet his
work relieved unmeasurable suffering for the peoples
of Africa and became the model for numerous medi-
cal installations in underdeveloped countries.

What was Florence Nightingale but just one
woman: one woman whose determination to nurse
the wounded became the foundation for the present-
day Red Cross.

Single individuals have altered the course of
world history. The words “we will never surrender”
were spoken by one man in the dark days prior to
World War 11, when the survival of the free world
was in doubt — words from Winston Churchill, who
became the living symbol of defiance to the advanc-
ing war machines.

History has proven that the value and strength
of society depends less on what people have in
common than upon what people hold apart. In truth,
where uniformity has been the rule, stagnation has
been the result.

Single individuals were recently recognized
at the United States Army Recruiting Command’s
Annual Awards Banquet. Each individual was
remembered for their own efforts, not only to the
command, but also to their community, their family,
and to society as a whole. We must continue to value
all the parts that come together to become the whole
of our organization.

Every can make a contribution to the
United States of America. Every has an
obligation to help defend the freedoms we all enjoy.
As we truly value the unique qualities of every

then the social structure becomes much
stronger. Every person has a personal contribution to
make, which they alone can offer — to neighbors, to
society, to the Army, and to the world.

Please encourage recruiters everywhere to
read this message, and then send your comments to:
James.Stephen@usarec.army.mil. =
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s Time’ gives

by MSG Jon Connor, Army News Service

During the first-ever “Sergeant’s Time” at the Penta-
gon 23 Jan, soldiers packed an auditorium to learn the
“dos” and “don’ts” about the wear and care of the black
beret.

SFC Monica Wiley, FMMC Public Affairs

MSG Kittie Messman, the Army’s noncommissioned
officer who oversees uniform policy, presented a
Powerpoint slide class. She brought with her actual
berets for inquisitive soldiers to try on and learn how to
correctly wear the service’s upcoming standard headgear.

June 14, which is the Army’s birthday, is the date
when soldiers throughout the Army will begin wearing
the headgear that has brought much debate since it was
announced last October.

“When the chief of staff makes a decision, it’s not time
to start debating,” SMA Jack Tilley told attendees.

Tilley also addressed NCOs working at the Pentagon
on other topics like military courtesy.

“We’re going to start ratcheting it down and enforce
standards,” Tilley said, referring to the Army’s birthday
as a good time to renew customs and traditions long-held
in the service.

Messman’s presentation included information about
how the beret should be worn, its care, and debunked
some myths floating around the field.

One interesting tidbit was pointing out that the new
black berets will not have liners compared to those made
before them.

“The Army figured if everyone was going to cut them
out, to not just put them in,” she said.

One slide stated “Females may not pack hair into the
beret,” in accordance with Army Regulation 670-1.

Female soldiers will have to adjust their hair style to
the beret, and not the beret to the hair style normally
worn, Messman said.
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As for the maintenance aspects of it, Messman said
many of these care methods used by other beret wearers
handed down over the years are not recommended by the
manufacturer and can actually damage the beret because
of its wool material.

For example, one of the so-called care methods
discussed was soaking the beret in warm water which
could actually shrink it.

Soldiers who care for their beret in any manner not
authorized will not be reimbursed or reissued a new one,
but instead the beret will be replaced at the soldier’s
expense, Messman’s class noted.

Other key points were:

- Soldiers will be issued their first beret in April with
the Army flash sewn on.

- The second beret will be issued in October.

- The beret will be available for sale at military
clothing stores in January 2002.

- No black berets will be worn at Basic Training,
Officer Basic Course, Warrant Officer Basic Course,
Officer Candidate School, ROTC, and the United States
Military Academy.

Uniform policy on the black beret will be featured in
Hot Topics in the May issue of Soldiers magazine. =
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Pro-Talk

After serving several years in

supportive positions such as
nurses, clerks, and telephone
operators, women officially
became a part of the Army in

1943. Now, almost 60 years

later, women are doing more than
just supporting the force, they’re building it.

For years women have successfully recruited young men and women
into the U.S. Army.

Recruiting in America is getting tougher and tougher, but women have
not let that get in their way. More and more women are stepping up to
the plate in the recruiting ring. Here are four USAREC women who
intend to continue the legacy.

COL Kristi Ellefson, 1st Bde
Commander — Command is a
privilege, notaright, and it’s truly a
privilege to serve in USAREC during
an exciting time of change and
challenge. It was especially significant
to be part of this winning organization
when it achieved its accession mission
for the first time in years. I’m very
proud of my soldiers and civilians who
contributed to that success. Italso is
an important professional development
tour. The intricacies of USAREC and
its operation are not widely under-
stood by many in the Army. The fact that commanders are now slated
from the CSL is a positive move. They will bring innovative ideas and
creative procedures from other MACOM s and, in turn, spread the good
news story about USAREC when they return. But most importantly,
they are selected because they have demonstrated the ability to lead.
And, no matter what unit you are in, leadership is key.

To be assigned to USAREC at the time when recruiting is the Chief
of Staff of the Army’s number one METL task is outstanding. Having
the backing and interest of the senior Army leadership demonstrates the
importance of our mission. And those who execute that mission should
be proud they are a part of the effort. It also means high optempo and
lots of change. Just in the short amount of time | have been in the
command, we have adopted station missioning, instituted various new
programs from PaYS to GED+, shifted to a greater emphasis on college
and high school grad markets, implemented ARISS, repositioned
stations, witnessed an increase in HRAP participation, launched a new
ad campaign and numerous other initiatives, all without stopping the
vital daily business of providing the strength.

What’s great is knowing that you are providing tremendous
opportunities for young Americans, the Army with its next generation
of leaders, and communities with individuals who will serve their
country and return better citizens because of it. The future is being
shaped by the extensive efforts of those in the command today. 1’ve
enjoyed the opportunity to share with different groups, large and
small, old and young, why I love the Army and why it’s been my
profession of choice for so many years. Command is the best job you
can have. I’'mglad | was able to have a leadership role in this great
organization, and I know I’ll miss it when the time comes to relinquish
it to another.

SSG Feliece Cortez —
Recruiting Operations Directorate
— “You’re going to make a great
drill sergeant!” This is what my
first sergeant back at Fort Carson
said to me in January 1998. |
loved training and mentoring
soldiers; it was so natural for me.
Becoming a drill sergeant was
always a goal formeso |
submitted the packet and waited
for my confirmation to arrive.
Day after day | checked EDAS,
no assignment yet. One day as |
sat in my office the phone rang; it
was my good friend in the Headquarters G1 section. “Guess what
Feliece?” You’re on orders, but it’s not for drill sergeant school, you
are going to Fort Knox. | thought to myself, why are they sending me
to Fort Knox. | immediately called the drill sergeant branch to find
out why they didn’t approve my request. | was informed that
USAREC wanted me. | asked myself, what is USAREC? Forty-five
days later | was on my way to Fort Jackson, S.C., to attend the Army
Recruiting Course.

During my drive to Fort Jackson, all I could think about was
everyone telling me how hard recruiting was and not to do it. How
could I not do it. The Army had been good to me and I had to fulfill
my obligation. Either someone saw recruiting potential in my records
or just wanted to make my life miserable.

After successfully completing the course, | packed up my daughter
and headed to Indianapolis Recruiting Battalion, Indianapolis, Ind. |
went directly to the recruiting station where | was assigned. |
remember this day as if it were yesterday. The station commander
and two other recruiters greeted me at the door. They were all smiling,
like recruiting was the best thing since peanut butter. | said to them,
“You guys can cut the act, | already know about recruiting.”

Recruiting was real tough in Anderson, Ind., but | knew | could do
this. The station commander became my mentor only after | agreed to
listen and work hard.

After a few months in recruiting, | realized that | controlled my
own destiny. | actually started to enjoy recruiting. 1 would talk to
everyone, regardless of age, race, or gender. | could look at a person
and qualify them without asking a question and if you opened your
mouth or looked my way, it was over.

There were a few rough days that made me want to just scream,
but overall recruiting became a “fun challenge” for me. Everyday |
would say to myself, “recruiting is my job, this is how | feed my
daughter, pay my bills, and live comfortably.”
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Eighteen months later | was USAREC Recruiter of the Year for
1999. | was happy about this, but | was even happier to see that the
Army Reserve Recruiter and the Soldier of the Year were also women.
As you look at the photos on the wall next to Command Group, there
we were. The top three prestigious titles a soldier could hold in
USAREC and women held all three. We all worked hard and deserved
the titles. The top Reserve recruiter, SFC Elizabeth Green, and |
would often discuss what each was dealing with as top recruiters.
Despite the comments we often were addressed with, we will continue
to carry on the female legacy in recruiting just as these women have:
CSM Lucy Angelo of 6th Brigade, MSG Josephine Swartzentruber of
HQ, USAREC, CSM Ruby Bradford-Taylor and MSG Dianna Cox of
3d Brigade. These are just a few of many who have paved the way for
women in recruiting.

During all my successes, | never thought that | held a prestigious
title until after the third or fourth trip to the Pentagon. Although
everyone saw me as the nation’s top Army recruiter, | was still Staff
Sergeant Cortez. At this pointin my career, | had to make a decision
on whether or not | was going to remain a member of the Recruiting
Command. Did I want to continue living RSM to RSM or did | want
to go back to my comfortable job in administration? It was a hard
choice, but | knew recruiting was a part of me now; it was in my blood.

My brigade command sergeant major, CSM David Swartzentruber,
was an inspiration whenever | was about to change my mind. He is
such a great leader and mentor; he has so much recruiting and leader-
ship knowledge that he is just unbelievable to me. | know he wants
USAREC to be filled with not just great recruiters, but great leaders
too. | know | am a good leader now; therefore, | converted to 79R so |
would eventually become a great leader for the next generation of
recruiters to follow. | will take all that | have learned, good and bad,
old and new, and put forth a lot of effort to be a great leader that will
mentor and lead future great leaders.

My name is SPC Elia Grimaldo.
I joined the military on 7 Jul 97. 1
was really excited and looking
forward to something new and
challenging. I wentto Fort Jackson,
S.C. for basic training. But when |
got to my platoon, my first reaction
was “What did | just do?” After the
first day, everything went smoothly.
I enjoyed meeting people with the
same interests and goals. Upon graduation, | stayed at Ft Jackson for
AIT, where | was awarded my MOS of a 71L10.

| went then to my first duty assignment at Fort Irwin, Calif., where
I was assigned to USA MEDDAC. There | worked in the S-1 as a PAC
clerk. Letmetell you, | had a great time there. | learned a lot within
the office. We also did SGT’s Time monthly.

Working for the hospital was really an exciting experience. | PCS’d
from NTC in December 1999, and came to Fort Knox, where | was
assigned to HQS USAREC.

I was originally assigned to Productions, but was transferred to
Recruiting Operations to work for the director. After working there for
a few months, I was then moved to the Command Group to work
with the Secretary of the General Staff administrative office. It has
been very challenging thus far, which was my reason for joining the
military in the first place.

Coming into the Army as an Administration Specialist has been
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very rewarding, because it has opened a lot of doors. | will be
afforded the opportunity to go where I can go, which can be every-
where.

Additionally, the Army is giving me the hands-on experience for my
career field. 1am currently going to school full time working on
completing my bachelors degree in Business Administration.

The Army has not only afforded me these opportunities for a better
life, but also allows me to provide for my family. | can be an exem-
plary role model and provide a positive and stable environment for a
better future while being rewarded with a challenging career.

SFC Kristi Artis -
Training Assessment
Division, Recruiting
Operations

Women have served in
the Army since the
revolutionary war and have
participated in every
conflict thereafter. The
Army Nurse Corps was
established in 1901, making
it the first time women
were officially members of the American military. With much initial
resistance, the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps was created in 1941 to
“free a man for combat.” One southern congressman asked, “Who will
then do the cooking, the washing, the mending, the humble homey
tasks to which every woman has devoted herself; who will nurture the
children?” When it was realized during WWII, women could support
the two-front war effort by supplying the added resources, the bill was
passed. Women were typically relegated to noncombatant jobs such as
communications, typing, stenography, and switchboard operator.
Women officers could not command men and did not receive overseas
pay, government life insurance, veterans’ medical coverage, or death
benefits, as did their male counterpart. They also received less pay
than their male counterparts of similar rank.

In my opinion, the hardest obstacle to triumph over was the
unwarranted slander that most women were exposed to. Typically,
women had to work harder, faster, and smarter than the male counter-
part just to prove their worth. Although the environment was at times
difficult, women stayed the course.

Army policies, programs, and mandatory training have significantly
decreased those prejudices and women started being appreciated for
their true abilities as soldiers. Women have been given opportunities to
command and it’s now realized that the female soldier is a true asset in
defending the freedoms and democracy that we uphold.

The army is now a place to accomplish the mission and not worry
about gender. The civilian community, by-and-large, has an undying
appreciation for the contributions of the female soldier. 1’ve often been
told by many women that they wish they had been given the moral
support to serve their country.

I’ve been in the recruiting command for twelve years, and | feel that
no place in the army has been more advantageous toward the progress
of women. Recruiting enjoys female leadership throughout all echelons
of command.

I salute the pioneers of the past, who have made the army an
honorable place to serve.

“An Army of One” biny




Regular Army Recruiter of the Year

SFC Michael S. Luff was selected as
Regular Army Recruiter of the Year during the
annual awards ceremony held in Nashville,
Tenn., in January.

Luff’s level of dedication and loyalty to the
accomplishment of his station and company
mission remains unparalleled by many of his
peers. His performance reflects that of a
senior noncommissioned officer whose loyalty
to the nation, the Army, the unit, remains
uppermost in his daily work ethic. Consis-
tently putting his needs last and the needs of
the nation and his unit, he remains focused on
the daily mission.

“The first day | signed into my unit, it was
expressed to me that | was going to a station
that was the absolute worst in the entire
battalion,” said Luff. “Historically, my station had performed
well below any acceptable standard of performance.” He took
these comments as a personal and professional challenge. Luff
made a vow that with the help of God and his fellow recruiters,
they would turn the station around 180 degrees and make it the
most successful station that they could. “Together, we have
completely turned the station around into one of the top
recruiting stations in the entire battalion,” said Luff. “Words
cannot express the pride that | feel in what my station has
accomplished as a whole in the Delray Beach community.

‘I believe the one who benefits the most from my whole
experience is not me, but my unit and USAREC as a whole. |
have shown not only myself, but other recruiters in my unit that
excellence can be achieved if there is a true desire to fulfill the

needs and interests of young men and
women. Luff sees himself as a warrior,
who in his own special way, “fights for
the freedom of others.” The “fight” he
refers to is the trench warfare that
recruiters go through, with deadlines to
meet, little or no rest, planning, process-
ing, scheduling, heavy traffic, reference
letters, and various other requirements.

The “freedom” refers to giving young
men and women the opportunities
necessary to become successful adults
and free from worry about things such as
marketability, college funding, and skill
training.

“SFC Luff has greatly improved
community relations in his station area,
through his confident, friendly demeanor towards all with
whom he meets,” said CSM Thomas Lipuma, Miami Battalion
command sergeant major. “His caring attitude has earned him
the respect and trust of educators, merchants, applicants, and
their parents, as well as his fellow recruiters.

“His professional knowledge as a recruiter, his positive
“make it happen” approach to recruiting, his devotion to duty,
and his technical expertise exceed the level normally associated
with one of his rank and experience,” said Lipuma.

“It’s an honor to be selected,” said Luff. “Helping people is
the bottom line. If | feel I am improving someone’s life, it gives
me a sense of purpose and satisfaction.

“It is important to me to not only know what leadership is,
but to live it in my everyday life,” said Luff. b

Runner-up Regular Army Recruiter of the Year

Having written 24 contracts for Fiscal Year 2000, SFC
Martin G. Telles earned the title of Runner-Up Regular Army
Recruiter of the Year at the annual awards banquet in January.

“This assignment has been a challenge beyond what I’ve
expected and heard from others who have walked this path,”
said Telles. “The
difference is that |
find recruiting
rewarding with the
utmost importance
for the future of
this Army.”

“SFC Telles has
exceptional drive
and devotion to
duty, and he has
proven that he can
be an exceptional

recruiter,” said CSM Lucy Angelo, Southern California
Battalion command sergeant major. “SFC Telles has personal
and military discipline, which have earned him laudatory
comments from peers and superiors alike.”

LTC Gloria Lee, Southern California Battalion commander,
concurs with Angelo’s comments. “SFC Telles is an outstand-
ing recruiter who demonstrates unusual competence. He fully
understands his community, in which he works, and has
developed the most extensive Center of Influence network in
the Southern California Recruiting Battalion. He has im-
pressed me with his aggressiveness and his willingness to try
new techniques to reach deeper in his market.”

“With the leadership and mission oriented mindset that has
been instilled in my work ethics, I go out with the confidence
and bearing to attack the world in all | do,” said Telles.
“Recruiting to put highly motivated soldiers in the foxholes has
been my mission, and I find it a joy when | see the face of a
young person who has become a member of the team.” =
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Army Reserve Recruiter of the Year

SFC Michael R. O’Brien won the top
honor of being the U.S. Army Reserve
Recruiter of the Year during the annual
awards banquet in January.

“SFC O’Brien consistently achieves
and overproduces his USAR mission,”
said CSM A. Steven Hixon, Dallas
Recruiting Battalion command sergeant
major. “He is a team player who is not
only concerned with his mission, but
works with diligence to ensure the
success of the entire station as well. SFC
O’Brien has provided the RA recruiters
with company-level training about the
intricacies of USAR recruiting and has
taught numerous classes in the Reserve
recruiter training sessions.”

“By far, recruiting has been the most challenging assignment
of my military career,” said O’Brien. “But, it has also been the
most rewarding. | believe that recruiting is the single most
important job in the Army. It is through our efforts in recruiting
that keep the Army Reserve strong.”

According to O’Brien recruiting is a difficult job, but not
Mission Impossible.

“Attitude is almost everything,” said
O’Brien. “The bottom line is, | get up every
day, put on my uniform and go to work
prepared to do the best job that I possibly can.
| do not set out to be the best recruiter, but to
be the best person, soldier, and NCO that |
can be.”

“Many of today’s young citizens lack the
desire or interest in serving their country
through the Armed Forces,” said O’Brien.
“For this reason, | feel strongly about the
importance of my role as a recruiter. | am not
seeking bodies to meet a number; I am
seeking quality individuals to become quality
soldiers. | am communicating with the young
adults in my community about the honor,
pride, and benefits of obtaining their goals
through their service in the Reserve.”

“He is always present in the community and local high
schools, sharing with the students and their families the
benefits and lasting rewards of joining the Army and Army
Reserve in service to our great country,” said Hixon.

“l believe that this award is not just about me, but about the
team around me,” said O’Brien. “With or without this award, |
am proud to be a part of a great team.” =

Runner-up Army Reserve Recruiter of the Year

Proving himself to be a leader by example, obtaining
nothing but superior results has earned SFC Woodrow Jones
the title of Runner-Up Army Reserve Recruiter of the Year.
The award was presented during the annual awards banquet in
Nashville, Tenn., on 18 January 2001.

“A self-starter as well as an inspirational leader, SFC Jones
has proven himself to be highly productive and versatile in the
recruiting market,” said CSM David Gonzalez, Nashville
Battalion command sergeant major. “SFC Jones has established
and maintained an excellent record and is a true leader.
Characterized by his personal traits of organization, charisma,
efficiency, and a strong sense of purpose, he has set the
precedence of which all recruiters are to be measured.”

According to Gonzalez, Jones’ vitality, community involve-
ment, and positive attitude are inspirational to those who serve
with him throughout the ranks. “He is highly respected and
totally committed to the goals, success, and the ideas of the
Army and this superior nation,” said Gonzalez.

“Not only have I driven myself to achieve my mission,” said
Jones, “but | have spent a great deal of time to ensure that |
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learned and
practiced the
leadership and
management
skills necessary
to become a
successful
noncommis-
sioned officer. |
feel that |
demonstrate
daily the Army values. | have always been a self-motivated,
competitive individual, taking great pride in my work.”

“SFC Jones has an excellent record and sets the standard for
all recruiters,” said COL Stover S. James, 2nd Brigade com-
mander. “He is a top achiever and a professional who is highly
respected and totally committed to the success of the Army.”

“I will be found leading from the front, setting the example
for fellow soldiers and assisting them in becoming all that they
can be,” said Jones. =




Army Health Care
Recruiter of the Year

SFC Angel V. Perez was recognized as
the Army Health Care Recruiter of the
Year at the annual awards banquet in
January.

A former chemical engineering student
at the University of Puerto Rico and then
a petroleum supply specialist for the U.S.
Army, Perez volunteered as a detailed
recruiter in 1995. Earning top marks, he
was selected to be an AMEDD recruiter
in 1998. Perez is currently assigned to the
2d AMEDD Detachment, Health Care
Recruiting Team, Puerto Rico.

“SFC Perez is a superior NCO who made the transition to
AMEDD recruiting and became an expert in the vast health
care market,” said 1SG Greg Sanchez, 2d Recruiting Brigade,
2d AMEDD Detachment first sergeant.

“He quickly adapted to the unique nature of recruiting for
the Army’s numerous health care professional needs. His
tenacity drove him to hit the ground running, and he hasn’t
looked back. SFC Perez is a competent leader and trainer; he
eagerly takes on the tougher missions.”

“Since the day that | became a soldier, my mother has been

my #1 fan,” said Perez. “So when |
told her that | was going for this
honor, she replied by saying, ‘You
are the best recruiter already.’”

“I believe that the results of last
years efforts are responsible for this
(award),” said Perez. “I had a great
year on my recruiting performance
as a Health Care recruiter. As
always, everything was done with
integrity and honesty, which are the
virtues that every recruiter must
possess.”

“SFC Perez displays the Army values daily serving as a role
model for seniors, peers, and subordinates,” said Sanchez.

“Through his sound judgment, professional competence, and
tenacity of purpose, SFC Perez contributed to his team achiev-
ing its combined mission box for the year.”

“Early in my recruiting career, | realized that every year we
are the “Recruiter of the Year,” as long as we dedicate our-
selves to do the assignment mission and then some more,” said
Perez. “Last year was an outstanding year in my life. God gave
me many blessings to be thankful for.” =

Runner-up Army Health Care Recruiter of the Year

With only a little over a year in AMEDD recruiting, SFC
Gina Mallet has earned the title of Runner-Up Regular Army
Health Care Recruiter of the Year at the annual awards banquet
in January. A former member of the California Army National
Guard 59th Army Band, Mallet is currently assigned to the Salt

Lake City Health Care Recruiting Station, Salt Lake City, Utah.

“She has become
one of the detach-
ments’ stellar
performers exhibit-
ing a high level of
product knowledge,
sales presentation
skills,” said 1SG
Harold McDonald,
6th Bde’s Medical
Detachment first
sergeant. “She
possesses the ability
to lead other health
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care recruiters to mission success and the professionalism
required to recruit at the medical professional level.”

According to the Detachment’s commander, LTC Melvin E.
Washington, “SFC Mallet’s commitment to mission accom-
plishment in addition to her interpersonal skills, product
knowledge, and abilities to integrate it all into a sale, reflects
highly on her success as a recruiter.”

“Mallet has become a major asset to her team and this
Detachment,” said McDonald. “She is completely dedicated to
mission accomplishment and an invaluable member of the
unit.”

“I have learned from last year’s successes and improved
upon my prospecting techniques with the result that | am
currently working with over 60 applicants for missed catego-
ries,” said Mallet.

“l believe my dedication to mission accomplishment,
continuous improvement, and concern for the success of my
team warrants recognition,” said Mallett. =
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Army Reserve Health Care
Recruiter of the Year

A former Army aviator, SFC Patrick H.
Hooker became an Army Health Care
Recruiter in 1992 and earned the title of
Reserve Health Care Recruiter of the Year
for 2000. He was presented with the
award during the annual awards banquet in
January. Hooker is currently assigned to
the Minneapolis Health Care Team,
Bloomington, Minn.

“SFC Hooker is the consummate
professional, a noncommissioned officer
who epitomizes the Army values,” said
COL Wanda Wilson, 3rd Brigade com-
mander. “Committed to his recruiting
mission, he spends many weekends and
holidays to ensure the mission is achieved or exceeded. He is
the backbone of this detachment.”

“l have been an AMEDD recruiter for over eight years now,
and | have seen recruiters come and recruiters go,” said
Hooker. “In that time, | have managed to fight the good fight
year after year, day in and day out, doing what | feel is the most

important job in the Army. Without
effective recruiting, there would be
no volunteer force, much less the
quality force in boots today.”

According to Hooker, recruiting
duty is one of the most challenging
of occupations, with a high rate of
burnout and turnover. “I truly believe
it takes an exceptional individual to
be highly successful in this business
day after day,” said Hoooker. “They
say that 20 percent of the force sells
80 percent of the product. It has been
my constant focus to be in the top of
that 20 percent.”

“No soldier should be motivated to do his or her duty solely
for recognition, and | have never been one to work just for an
NCOER or award,” said Hooker. “However, | take great pride
in being a professional health care recruiter, and | consider this
as the absolute pinnacle of my military career.” I

Runner-up Army Reserve Health Care Recruiter of the Year

SFC Edward Jarman was named the Runner-Up US Army
Health Care Recruiter of the Year for the second consecutive
year during the annual awards banquet on 18 January 2001.

A former Marine, Jarman joined the Army Reserves in 1983
as a military policeman. He joined USAREC in 1986 and
became part of the AMEDD team in 1996.

“SFC Jarman has championed an effective recruiting
network that has resulted in his success,” said LTC Melvin E.
Washington, 6" Recruiting Brigade’s Medical Detachment
commander. “His effective presentation skills, product knowl-
edge, and approachable personal skills have integrated him into
a conduit for valuable alternative professional for residents,
medical, and dental students, practicing health care profession-
als, and non-prior service recruiters. He has thoroughly
orchestrated an exceptional health care network.”

“No one is more professional than 1,” are words that Jarman
lives by on a daily basis. “In Army Medical Department
recruiting or any other Army recruiting, anything less than
working and living by these words, one will not be successful,”
said Jarman. “Dealing with the health professionals that I work
with, if I am not professional in every way, from the first phone
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call all the way to
the commission-
ing and taking
them to meet
their unit, the
applicant will
most likely get a
very bad image
of the Army
Medical Depart-
ment.”

“Recruiting is by far one of the toughest and most rewarding
jobs in the United States Army,” said Jarman. “Recruiting
health professionals is even more rewarding. It is very reward-
ing to know that | am bringing into the Army the best and
brightest health professionals in the world to care for my family
and fellow soldiers.”

“ 1 will not forget, nor will I allow my comrades to forget
that I am a professional, a noncommissioned officer, a leader,”
said Jarman. =
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Station Commander of the Year

their desire to have the station box for the

Three years of hard work and
persistence paid off when SFC
Ronald McDaries was recognized as
the Station Commander of the Year
at the annual awards banquet on
18 January 2001. McDaries is
currently at the Denver Recruiting
Battalion.

“SFC McDaries is a superb leader
whose dedication and example have
proven instrumental in both his
station’s and company’s success for
FY 2000,” said LTC Charles Kellar,
Denver Recruiting Battalion com-
mander. “The Cody Recruiting
Station mission boxed every quarter
of the FY resulting in mission box
for the year. His station’s perfor-
mance led the way for his company
resulting in Bighorn Company
winning top company within the battalion.”

“SFC McDaries is the best of the best when it comes to
leadership of what a true station commander should be,” said
CSM Richard Reed, I, Denver Recruiting Battalion command
sergeant major. Being located in the northwestern sector of
Wyoming, geographical isolation, he is only authorized three
recruiters. “His mentorship of his recruiters has motivated

year and win the Top OPSC crown for the
battalion,” Reed said.

McDaries was assigned to USAREC in
September 1997, and was immediately
assigned as the station commander of the
Cody Recruiting Station, Denver Battal-
ion. “The station had been a marginal
station at best,” said McDaries. “We set
the goal of making Cody the number one
station.”

During the first year, the station
finished the year around 45 percent of
mission accomplishment. The second year,
it finished at 88 percent combined mission
accomplishment. But the third year, things
started improving.

“My station knew that it would be our
year,” said McDaries. Everywhere we
went, people knew us by name. We had
been accepted.”

Their patience and consistency finally paid off for the Cody
Recruiting Station. They finished the year at 102.5 percent
combined mission box accomplishment.

“SFC McDaries is the epitome of what a station commander
should be,” said Kellar. “His performance and innate leader-
ship ability throughout the year merits this selection.” =

Runner-up Station Commander of the Year

SFC Luis Figueroa from the Jacksonville Recruiting
Battalion earned the title of Runner-up for Station Commander
of the Year at the annual awards banquet in Nasvhville Tenn.,
in January.

“SFC Figueroa is a self-starter and inspirational leader,”
said CSM Maria Martinez, Jacksonville Battalion command
sergeant major. “He has proven himself to be highly produc-
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tive and versatile in the recruiting market. His efforts mark him
as one of the top achievers in the command who is ready to
assume an even greater role in the future.”

“Within the five years that | have been a part of the Jackson-
ville Battalion, this is definitely one of my greatest achieve-
ments,” said Figueroa. “I strongly believe that my strength lies
within the soldiers with whom I work with on a daily basis.
Success is inevitable when surrounded with talented and
professional soldiers combined with strong leadership.”

Figueroa credits his success to being a firm believer and
practitioner of the leadership principles and Army values.
“Army values continue to guide my actions and my soldiers
have always responded favorably to them,” said Figueroa. “I
thrive and excel when challenged with any and all missions.”

“SFC Figueroa’s vitality, community involvement, and
positive attitude are inspirational to those who serve with him
throughout the ranks,” said Martinez. “He is highly respected
and totally committed to the goals, the success, and the ideas of
the Army and this superior nation.” biny
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Soldier of the Year

SFC Ruben Avila was selected as
the USAREC Soldier of the Year
during the annual awards banquet on
18 January.

Avila is currently assigned to the
Los Angeles Recruiting Battalion, El
Monte, Calif.

“SFC Avila’s achievements are
remarkable and impressive,” said LTC
Richard W. Kemp, Los Angeles
Battalion commander.

“Since his assignment just over one
year to the El Monte Recruiting
Station, he has affected production in
a positive way as well as demonstrat-
ing an uncommon professionalism to
his peers.”

Avila was selected to perform the
duties of assistant station commander
above more seasoned recruiters.

“He quickly grasped new challenges and showed unlimited
potential for future assignments in the Command,” said Kemp.

According to CSM Donald Cunningham, Los Angeles
Battalion command sergeant major, Avila quickly grasped all
aspects of recruiting.

“SFC Avila implemented his own
innovative ways of penetrating his
market and is a role model for other
recruiters,” said Cunningham. “SFC
Avila is articulate and presents an
outstanding appearance.”

“l have contributed significantly to
the success of my station, which
finished number one out of 23 medium
stations in a battalion of 53 stations,”
said Avila. “I also help encourage young
Americans to go on active duty, and
collectively we have a super team. As
the soldier of the year, | will strive to
continue to achieve mission and
overproduce, and demonstrate to the
brigade and the command my soldierly
attributes.”

“Recruiting is not only about putting
people in the Army, but displaying daily
as an ambassador in hometowns across this land,” said Avila.

“I have enjoyed recruiting for America’s Army and get great
satisfaction when my soldiers return to thank me after their
training.

“l am a soldier first and always.” =

Runner-up Soldier of the Year

SSG Kevin M. Bidwell earned the title of Runner-Up
Soldier of the Year during the annual award banquet in Nash-
ville, Tenn., in January.

A recent inductee into the Sergeant Audie Murphy Club,
Bidwell is currently at the Butler Recruiting Station, Pittsburgh
Battalion.

“SSG Bidwell’s performance for FY 2000 ranks among the
top 2 percent of Regular Army recruiters within the Pittsburgh
Recruiting Battalion,” said LTC Kenneth H. Clark, Jr., Pitts-
burgh Recruiting Battalion commander. “He is a motivated,
creative, trustworthy, and outstanding NCO. He’s also a natural
leader, who is dedicated, hard-working, and has the ability to
bring a smile in tense situations.”

“SSG Bidwell treats all individuals as he would like to be
treated,” said CSM Lyle Hearn, Pittsburgh Recruiting Battalion
command sergeant major. “He ensures that his newly recruited
soldiers are ready for basic training by mentoring and training
them. His efforts have resulted in a 100 percent ship rate for
FY 2000.”

“l am a soldier who needs no push start, self-motivated, and
truly dedicated to whatever mission it is to be accomplished,”
said Bidwell. “Whatever challenge there is, it’s just another
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goal to strive for to be the best.

“SSG Bidwell dedicates personal time to help other recruit-
ers in his station to be successful by assisting them with the
sale and teaching art of being a proactive trainer,” said Hearn.

“| feel that I succeeded in recruiting for FY 00 because |
like the challenge and will always strive no matter how hard the
task to be number one, by digging deep down and going that
extra mile,” said Bidwell. =
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Outstanding Technical or
Program Support Employee of
the Year

Karen Grimes was
recognized as the
Outstanding Technical
or Program Support
Employee of the Year at
the annual awards
banquet in January.

Grimes has been
working as a paralegal/
legal technician for eight
years at Headquarters,
1st Brigade, Fort Meade,
Md.

Her responsibilities
involve reviewing and
tracking reports of investigation and commander’s inquiries;
composing and preparing reprimands and administrative
correspondence; and researching a myriad of legal and admin-
istrative questions.

Grimes aggressively assumes and accomplishes these and
other assigned tasks with outstanding results. In the past year
she has processed over 750 legal actions, many with multiple
of complex issues. Her unparallelled ability to identify, assess,
and address issues provides crucial assistance to the attorneys
and command. Approximately half of the actions received are
reports of criminal and recruiting impropriety investigations.
Grimes reads each and makes a preliminary determination of
completeness. If a packet is incomplete, she immediately drafts
specific guidance to address the deficiency. For completed
reports, Grimes deciphers the volumes of information and
provides a concise and digestibel factual summary.

Grimes maintains and tracks these actions with stunning
accuracy. Even more impressive is her multi-faceted experience
and knowledge base. Grimes was largely responsible for
training an entire new legal staff, which had no previous
recruiting experience. She assumed this task on her own
initiative and with great enthusiasm. In a short time, office
personnel became familiar with the legal intricacies of the
recruiting command.

There were times when Grimes was without a division chief
or attorney. She coordinated with Reservists and other remote
attorneys to provide necessary legal opinions.

Grimes’ hard work and experience has made a tremendous
impact of the command, particularly in the operation of the
legal office. Because of her competence and diligence, the
attorneys are able to focus on legal analysis and advocacy.
Grimes’ initiative is a major factor in the legal offices’ under-
taking more proactive measures.

In short, the legal office is able to provide the quality and
quantity of product that it does because of Grimes. =
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Outstanding Secretarial/
Clerical Employee of the Year

Ms. Joan Hinkle was
recognized as the
Outstanding Secretarial
Clerical Employee of the
Year for the United
States Army Recruiting
Command at the annual
awards banquet in
January.

A former cryptologic
technician operator with
the Naval Operations
Special Intelligence
Communications Center,
Hinkle started working
with the United States Army in 1983 with the Corps of Engi-
neers. During her federal service, she has worked in places
such as Wahiawa, Hawaii; Cincinnati, Ohio; Tampa, Florida;
and the Pentagon.

Hinkle has been working in the Tampa Battalion since June
1992, first as an advertising assistant, and now as a public
affairs assistant.

Hinkle’s job performance during the past year has been
consistently superior. Although the Tampa Battalion lost a GS-
09 position in 1999, Hinkle willingly took on many of the
tasks that would normally be assigned to a higher pay grade
and position.

Some of Hinkles’ accomplishments are: management of the
Scholar-Athlete and JROTC award programs, allowing the
Tampa Battalion to have the highest participation rate in the
Brigade; her excellent oversight of the DEP and COI program
request and after-action report process, resulting in a timely
payment system and complete accuracy in record keeping for
each activity; and her handling of the DEP news release
program, which has increased in numbers and completeness
since she assumed oversight of the program.

Hinkle’s diligence in collecting and collating high school
newspaper ad rates and production information provided an
inexpensive yet highly effective method to convey the Army
message to the key high school market and to the parents. Her
assistance in all aspects of community relations programs has
helped recruiters conduct more, less-expensive, and more
productive events. Her personal efforts were essential in the
battalion’s achievement of the highest participation rate in
USAREC for both the Scholar-Athlete and JROTC award
programs and in a superior record in conducting DEP and COlI
events.

Having dealt with several personal tragedies this year,
Hinkle has continued to work and has remained an outstanding
and dedicated worker. Through such loss, she has become a
more involved, caring, and focused person. =
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Outstanding Program
Specialist Employee of the
Year

Jane Alder was recognized as the Outstanding Program
Specialist Employee of the Year for USAREC at the annual
awards banquet in January.

Alder works as a budget analyst in the Resource Manage-
ment Division of the Recruiting Support Brigade. Her primary
responsibilities are senior budget analyst and financial advisor
to the Comptroller and staff of RSB. She provides assistance
and guidance on all budgetary and financial matters and
administers an annual budget in excess of $20M. She also
provides oversight and is directly responsible for performing
various budget execution functions involving formulation,
justification, execution, programming and projecting of
budgets for a major segment of the organization budget. Alder
is directly responsible for collecting and analyzing critical
funding data in support of all RSB programs.

During a time of personnel shortages, Alder’s commitment
to excellence and dedication to duty during this stressful period
was monumental. She provided critical support to the Comp-
troller in providing analysis and data in preparing the FY 00
Obligation Plan and the FY 02-07 POM.

As a working mother of two young children, Alder’s current
priority is balancing work, college classes, and spending
quality time with her family. She has served as a community
leader in the local community as well as serving as the music
minister/director in her church. She also supports her childrens’
PTA and Girl Scouts, and has served as a Girl Scout leader for
the past eight years. Alder is also an active member of the
Army Society of Military Comptrollers.

Alder has continued her strong work ethic through numerous
hardships over the past years. She took care of her father
through his bout with colon cancer and then back surgery. She
has also dealt with the death of a very close friend due to
cancer, while continuing her duties in an exceptional manner.

Alder is a very rare and highly competent employee who
merits special recognition and has made a significant impact
under the most challenging conditions. =
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Outstanding
Professional
of the Year

Jacqueline Allen-Peters was
recognized as the Outstanding
Professional of the Year at the
annual awards banquet in
January. Allen-Peters is
responsible for evaluating the
Army’s annual RA and USAR
Army Medical Department
(AMEDD) requirements and
USAREC capacity as an operations research analyst with HQS
USAREC.

Allen-Peters has been with USAREC since 1996. She has
distinguished herself through her diligent and conscientious
efforts in planning, directing, and executing the AMEDD nation-
wide recruiting market analysis to position the Army’s AMEDD
recruiting force for success. Allen-Peters built, from the ground
up, the command’s AMEDD market analysis and mission process
capabilities.

Allen-Peters is the focal point for all AMEDD issues in the
command. She developed, coordinated, and adjudicated the
analytical methodology for AMEDD recruiting market analysis
between all USAREC staff elements and the brigades. Using her
calm demeanor and diplomatic interpersonal skills, she sorted and
navigated through the myriad conflicting proposals. She worked
through all options before determining and presenting viable
courses of action that postured the command for AMEDD
recruiting success. In addition to the RMA, Allen-Peters single-
handedly created the USAREC AMEDD Intranet webpage, which
now includes for the first time ever, post-secondary school data
for AMEDD specialties, the American Medical Association
medical residencies, and a new national hospital database. She
recently updated and enhanced this website to include compre-
hensive coverage of dental residencies, working populations for
physician specialties, nurse anesthetists and OR nurses, and
doctoral programs.

Allen-Peters also developed an easy-to-understand demo-
graphic chart to aid recruiters in targeting the top 11 lifestyle
market segments for the medical population. She further lever-
aged web technology and attached a webviewer allowing site
visitors to dynamically view a spreadsheet summarizing all
lifestyle segments by various target categories. Using her
analytical skills and knowledge of database management, she also
reviewed, evaluated, and recommended Ad Hoc Query software
for ARISS. As the USAREC functional representative for the
AMEDD portion of the Mission, Production and Awards module,
her efforts will ensure that the command will have an automated
tool for distributing and monitoring the AMEDD mission through
all recruiting command levels for the first time.

Allen-Peters routinely exhibits great initiative, works well
with minimal guidance, is a superb, persuasive and articulate
analyst, and demonstrates an uncanny ability to coordinate issues. biny
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Reserve News Corner

Recruiting Operations Directorate
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We all are familiar with USAREC
Regulation 601-95, Delayed Entry and
Delayed Training Program. Of course,
DTP maintenance and ownership has
always been a hot topic and for good
reason. If for nothing else, it’s the right
thing to do. Good DTP maintenance
benefits our DTP members, our TPU, and
ourselves.

This FY we have had 2,413 DTP losses
that were cancelled within 30 days of the
ship date. This is a staggering amount of
training seats that will never be regained.
Knowing this, we need to ensure that the
45 day rule is enforced so that training
seats can be resold to other potential
applicants. We need to keep this in mind
as we get ready to ship both Phase | and
Phase Il shippers.

USAREC message 01-015 dated
28 Nov 00 informs us the Phase 1l training
seats will not be pulled until verification
has been made with the TPU concerning
the status of the soldier.

It is critical that we try and save as
many training seats as we can. If we don’t,
our vacancies and training seats will
become scarce. We have seen this happen
in the past and we know what the long-
range effect can be.

Staying in touch with our new soldiers
is the key to maintaining a good DTP
program. We need to keep our new
soldiers informed and involved in DEP/
DTP functions. Encourage our DTP
members to keep us informed about
anything that may change their status or
eligibility. This is the best method to help
keep our losses to a minimum.

So help yourself and show your new
soldier you care by visiting your TPUs on
drill weekends. Make sure they have a
sponsor and are involved with unit
activities and events. You may even
recommend that your TPU set up a
training squad and start teaching basic
areas in NBC, drill and ceremony, or any
other common task training. Thisisa
good way to hold your DTP member’s
interest in attending drills until they ship.
Try the same training at DEP/DTP
functions and we are sure that you will
find that participation is contagious.
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Welr Cliclks

“Basic Training” is a new series of
television commercials and Internet
vignettes showing six recruits’ experi-
ences in BT. The commercials/vignettes
begin with their departure from home and
will continue through the end of basic
training at Fort Jackson, S.C. The vignettes
can be found on goarmy.com at:
goarmy.com/basic/ind.

A valuable and important tool available
to recruiters and staff is the “ARISS
Guidance Counselor Information Web.” It
lists the most current and applicable
USAREC messages for Active and Army
Reserve processing and enlistment. It also
lists regulations and related documents
with current changes, news and informa-
tion, and FY 01 calendar. The address to
this site is: gcweb.usarec.army.mil.

ARPERSCOM Waivers
Have you ever wondered why it takes

so long to get a waiver approved or
disapproved from ARPERSCOM?

USAREC and ARPERSCOM have
teamed together to help expedite the
turnaround time back to the battalions.
USAREC Message 01-014 lists the
instructions for the new waiver policy. It
allows the battalion waivers analyst to
scan the entire waiver packet via email as
opposed to sending it through the mail to
the USAREC Liaison at ARPERSCOM.

Once the waiver is received at
ARPERSCOM, the USAREC Liaison
NCOIC will perform a quality control
(QC) on the packet. If the waiver packet is
considered a “GO,” then the packet will be
submitted to the “waivers section.” If the
waiver is a “NO GO status, the battalion
will be notified via email for any deficien-
cies, and the packet will be placed in a
“Hold Status” until all deficiencies have
been corrected.

Since this new policy began in Decem-
ber 2000, the average time for disposition
is 15 calendar days ; the longest is 37 days.

Keep in mind that this timeframe is
based on when the waiver packet is in a
“GO” status. With all this in mind, you can
see how important it is that all recruiting
personnel involved strive to make this
waiver packet a “GO” from jump start.
Recruiters, station commanders, battalion
operations, and waivers analysts are

encouraged to read AR 601-
210 paragraph 4-9e for the
documents required before
submitting the waiver to
ARPERSCOM.

Packets rejected thus far
have been primarily for the
lack of reference letters from
employers or non-employers.

By ensuring that a thorough QC is
performed, the waiver process and
timeline will greatly improve. Just think,
one of these packets may be the one that
puts us over the top.

Kudos Korner

Each month we will give Kudos to
recognize the good work that is done in
the field. This months Kudos go to the
following:

ADSW Quarterly Report Winner -
1st Brigade

Least Exceptions Requested Winner -
1st Brigade

Lowest ARPERSCOM Waiver
Errors Winner - 5th Brigade

Exceptional Recruiter Assistance
Winner - SFC Leonard Parker, 5th Bde for
supporting the ROTC Dept at Northwest-
ern State University, Natchitoches, La.

Exceptions

[\~

As you all know, each RSM we get
several requests for exceptions. Each RSM
the staff will vote on each exception that
has been requested and select what we feel
is the most unique. We will share it with
you but the source will be kept anonymous
to protect the innocent. We hope that you
will have fun with this featured item and
take it in the spirit in which it is meant.

Most Unique Exception Requested for
RSM January - A5 point line score
exception to qualify someone for an
ROTC/SMP enlistment.

If you find that you have any com-
ments, article recommendations, or a
recruiter who has done something
exceptional, please submit the information
to our office. You never know what you
might find in the next issue. POC is
Mrs.Victoria Sorensen. Email address is
victoria.sorensen@usarec.army.mil. We
look forward to hearing from you. =
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The Wax |1 See It

Vision implies change. Change is upon us. We are Please be as detailed as possible when citing
better off to participate in change and to help shape it examples for improvement. Recruiters, support staff,
than to be dragged along by change. You can help shape  and family members are encouraged to use this space to
the future and make it better. You know your job better  voice ideas and concerns. If you desire a direct response
than anyone. What are your ideas for improving opera-  to your comments or suggestions, please include your
tions? Share them on the space below and mail this name and address. Names are o required.
according to the imnstructions on the back of this form,
postage free.

Dear Chief of Staff:

Teamwork: Working together as a team, we can Command. All forms are mailed to and received directly by
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By John A. Kolkman, Safety Specialist
HQS USAREC Safety

| am attempting the ultimate in writing an in-
formed article. As promised, and to be fair, | will
attempt to educate some of you on women’s health
issues. Since | am a male this may be difficult to
address and keep some credibility with some of you
and especially my wife. I have very little medical
training and have expanded that through what | have
been able to access through researching the web. So
without further delay, lets see what information is out
there that could benefit women.

There is really no difference between men and
women on how we feel about
going to the doctor. Sometimes
we need a push by our mates and
friends to seek the guidance of a
doctor when something just
doesn’t feel right. 1 would urge
all men to make sure the women
in your life seek medical help
when needed. If I’ve learned
anything about healthcare over
the last few months of research,
it’s that women have several
more health issues than men that if go unchecked,
can result in poor quality of life, and possibly debili-
tating consequences, and maybe death.

Drawing on my own experience observing the
frequency and amount of information that is given
freely to women through many medical associations,
I have found a lot more information on women’s
health issues than for
men. The different
search engines like
Yahoo break down
much of the informa-
tion into categories
like skin, cancer, and
mental health, for
example. Cancer is then further broken down into
sub-categories like breast cancer and skin cancer.
Those can even be broken down further. The web
search engines do a good job with all forms of health
issues and leave very little untouched.
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Some sites will even
help you with guidance
and what kind of doctor to
seek treatment from.
These sources are also an
invaluable tool in educat-
ing you on the full scope of some diseases. They can
dispel old wives tales and give you confidence in
understanding your particular problem. The best
benefit is that you can research your issue in the
privacy of your own home. You will want to know
who is reputable on the net, because like the news
papers you shouldn’t believe everything you read.
Another good thing about the net is you can get
information from more than one place to check your
facts.

The best web pages to visit are ones like The
American Diabetes Association and other mainstream
medical sites. You won’t want to use the net for
treatment itself, just use it to educate yourself and
always check your facts with your doctor. Some
items you may want to check on, | just can’t list
because of the sheer number of sites.

Some of you have already been using the web to
help identify problems and to gain some knowledge
about them. I want to leave you with one more item,
that is the number of support groups also listed online
that can help when dealing with difficult health issues.

If you don’t have a computer, many public libraries
have them for your use and a staff that is very willing
to help you with getting started on the web. You can
also find a lot of information at your doctor’s office,
the hospital, and in healthy
living magazines. Many
health organizations have a
toll free number and will
send information to your
home.

So please don’t procrasti-
nate with your health.

Educate yourself and get a |
jump on living well for
those who love you. =
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By Linda D. Kozaryn
American ForcesPress Service

Need to know if your next duty station
can accommodate a handicapped family
member? If so, you can now turn to the
Internet for information.

DoD’s Special Needs Network, a web site
for military families with special medical or
educational needs, went on line 24 Jan 01, at
mfrc.calib.com/snn.

Rebecca Posante, a program analyst at
DoD’s Office of Educational Opportunity,
initiated the site to provide access to
information and resources. She said she told
web designers to keep things simple.

“Our people have a hard time download-
ing, especially overseas,” she explained. “I’ve
gone into a couple of web sites that are so
intensive that | just turned them off.”

So don’t expect elaborate graphics or
streaming video, she said. The site features
simple design and straightforward point-and-
click access to information. Menu options
include assignment coordination, federal and
state programs, and health and education.
Other menu topics include relocation,
community support, advocacy and resources.

Posante said the site would help service
members and their families research assign-
ments and hook up with care coordinators
and service providers. She called “special
needs” an umbrella term for a wide range of
services —everything from assignment and
coordination, to family support, to special
education.

DoD has no formal special needs program,
but the military puts a great deal of effort
into families with special needs, Posante told
the American Forces Press Service. For
instance, each service has an Exceptional
Family Member Program to coordinate
assignments and to provide information and
referrals to families with special needs, she
noted.

“The services take both educational and
medical needs into consideration when
assigning families overseas,” she said.

“For example, if a service member going
overseas has a wife who’s in a wheelchair, we
would try to find a place where facilities are
wheelchair-accessible. In some overseas
locations, U.S. facilities might be, but
community facilities might not be.”

By the same token, military officials
would try to assign a service member with a
blind child to a location overseas that has a
teacher who specializes in working with
visually impaired children. Each service has at
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least one such location, Posante said.

For stateside assignments, the military
Exceptional Family Member programs are
concerned mainly with medical needs, she said.

Unfortunately, available support varies
from base to base because no standard exists,
she said. Posante intends the Special Needs
Network to complement available services and
to help those who work with special needs
families to identify information and resources.

The new web site also provides access to a
confidential members’ network where families
and service providers can chat and exchange
information. Users must register by providing
their names, e-mail addresses, and *“screen”
names that identify their messages and allow
other members to respond.

“The members’ network will allow people
to raise issues with others who might have the
kind of information we may never have. Like,
‘I’m moving to Fort Lewis, Wash., and | need a
dentist for my 5-year-old autistic child.””

While most people wouldn’t know any
dentists with that specialty, another family in
the same boat might, she said. Or someone
with a Down’s Syndrome child might be
moving to an area and want to know about
local advocacy groups and support programs,
she remarked.

Site visitors can also use the members’
network to ask another family with special
needs to serve as “tour guides” when they
relocate. “It’s always your decision whether to
share your e-mail with other members,”
Posante stressed.

The network will automatically send
interested members news about various issues.
“People will be able to subscribe so that they
will be alerted if something new comes up,”
she said.

A web section on state and federal
programs will include requirements for such
programs as Supplemental Security Income,
food stamps, and WIC. “We want to link to
other web sites that can answer questions,”
she said. “That’s something I hope is going to
grow, because even federal web sites don’t
have the state-specific information that we
might want.”

In her quest for a site that’s fast and easy
to use, Posante said, the links don’t just go to
other agencies’ Web home pages. Instead, links
jump directly to the information pages that
users requ